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Amnicator” - a rapid and simple method for detecting
ruptured amniotic membranes. Amnicators” are individually
wrapped sterile swabs impregnated with a sensitive pH
indicator, nitrazine yellow. The principle of the Amnicator™

test is that normal vaginal pH at term ranges between 4.5-6.0
and amniotic fluid is usually 7.0-7.5. By means of a simple pH
colour change of nitrazine yellow, which has a sharp end point,
(6.4-6.8), exactly in the desired pH range, the obstetrician can
accurately detect the presence of amniotic fluid. Amnicators™
will reliably distinguish neutral or slightly alkaline amniotic fluid
from acidic cervical and vaginal mucus or urine.

Using a sterile speculum an Amnicator® is introduced into the
vagina and any fluid coming from the cervix or pooled in the
posterior vaginal fornix is sampled. The Amnicator™ is then
simply withdrawn and examined for a colour change. Leakage of
even a small amount of fluid is sufficient to change the nitrazine
yellow indicator. The Amnicator™ test is far quicker and simpler
to perform than resorting to the microscopic examination of
escaping fluid, detecting the presence of protein or using orally
administered dyes to stain urine, to distinguish amniotic fluid
from normal secretions and urine.
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NB Antibiotic therapy or the presence of a vaginal infection can alter the
normal vaginal pH which may lead to false positive results.

Code Description Quantity
MWAM1 Amnicator”, amniotic fluid indicator swab 100
MWAMS Amnicator”, amniotic fluid indicator swab 50
MWAM2 Amnicator”, amniotic fluid indicator swab 20
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Interpretation of Amnicator” colour change

Intact membranes Ruptured membranes

pH 5.0 yellow pH 6.5 blue-green (@
pH 5.5 yellow pH 70 blue-green (=
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