
The current investigation of a possible new 
pandemic strain of swine infl uenza virus1 
highlights the need for readily available virus 
transport system. New strains require to be 
identifi ed and characterised by culture, normally 
in state public health laboratories, or at national 
surveillance laboratories, such as CDC2.
Medical Wire’s Virocult® system is a ready to use 
transport swab kit, including a rayon bud specimen 
collection swab, and a tube of virus transport medium 
that can be stored and transmitted in refrigerated 
or ambient conditions. The liquid medium includes 
antibiotics to prevent risk of contamination to cell 
cultures, and is conveniently held within a foam 
pad inside the tube. There are no ampoules 
to break, no powders to rehydrate. The swab 
features our trademark bell cap with a very secure 
double seal for safe transport of infectious agents.
A presentation at the recent Clinical Virology 
Symposium3 demonstrated that Virocult would 
maintain infl uenza type A virus in a viable 
condition for at least 8 days at both refrigerated 
and room temperatures, while also being 
compatible with the many molecular techniques 
for routine rapid identifi cation of known strains.
Virocult® conforms to CLSI’s M40-A standard4 for 
transport devices is approved and registered for use 
throughout the world, including the US and Canada.  
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